Death from psoriasis: representative US data.
Psoriasis can be associated with severe, life-threatening exacerbations. We sought to approximate the mortality associated with hospitalizations for psoriasis. We analyzed data from two sources to estimate a death rate associated with psoriasis. There were 471 hospital admissions for psoriasis from 1988 to 2001 with a corresponding mortality rate of 1.5%. Documented on nationwide death certificates, there were a total of 29, 33, and 25 deaths attributable to psoriasis in 2001, 2000, and 1999, respectively. Though effective therapies for severe psoriasis are available, access to them is not guaranteed. It is disturbing to think that the deaths observed here could, at least in part, be prevented with the appropriate use of treatments.